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Before You Begin
Thanksgiving gives us a great opportunity to consider
what matters most in life. I really love that! We get a
chance to look at all God's blessed us with, it's not so
commercial and we get to focus on really being thankful.
As you prepare for celebrating the big day, why not
spend some time beforehand, expressing your thanks to
special people in your life?

Today we'll be creating some simple postcards,
If you have fresh leaves in your yard or neighborhood,
that's great. It really doesn't matter the variety, but look
for interesting shapes. I realize many of you live in areas
where the trees are already bare - you can easily use
leaves from other plants. You can also use artificial leaves
for this project and it will work just as well.

Supplies
1.)
2.)
3.)
4.)
5.)

Plain white 3 x 5 or 4 x 6 cards
A few real or artificial leaves
Small pieces of sponge or a sponge-like paint brush
One thin black or brown marker
Craft paints in autumn shades
(greens, reds, oranges, yellows and browns)
6.) Scrap paper
(to experiment before you print on your postcards)

Tip: If you only have brighter paints, squeeze out a bit
and mix in a tiny spot of brown to tone down the color.

Step One
The background design for our postcards is a reverse
stencil technique. On your scrap paper, place a leaf
anywhere and firmly hold it in place with your fingers.
Dab your dry sponge in a little bit of paint...

Step Two
Then dab lightly around the edge of the leaf. You'll need
to hold your leaf firmly, because it can easily lift off the
paper and dance out of place. Your fingers may get a
little painty when you do this, but don't worry - you'll look
like an artist and it washes off later! It's important to
experiment like this so that you get the hang of it.

When you feel confident applying paint around the edges
of a leaf, you're ready to try printing on one of your cards.
You may want to center your leaf so that it looks balanced.

Step Three

After you've printed one card, you can use your leaf again
and again, but if you want to change paint color, you
might want to switch leaves and rinse out your sponge or
get a new one.

Step 4
After your cards are dry, you'll go back in and neatly, boldly write a
simple message. It can be THANKS or THANKFUL or BLESSED.
Sometimes, one word is all you need and it's very effective! It's
important to double check your marker before you start, because some
markers are so dark, they will bleed through your card. And you
don't want to see it on the backside! For lettering your message, your
neatest cursive could look really beautiful inside the colored outline of
a leaf. You can also use the techniques you learned in the creative
lettering section of the Gift of Love or Crossmaker DVDs!*

*DVDs available at:
http://www.SeeTheLightShine.com/store

Step Five
Now your postcards are ready for a message. Think about
who you are thankful for... a family member? A special
teacher or support staff person at school? A neighbor? If
you plan to mail your card, draw a line to divide your
message from the address portion on the back side. If you
want to give your card to the recipient, you can leave the
line off. Either way, take this wonderful opportunity to
express your thankfulness to someone special in your life.
I just know your words will be a blessing!

